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L egislationline.org - basic information:

- online, free legislative database;

- part of ODIHR activities in the area of legislative
assistance;

- purpose: assistance in bringing legislation into line with
International human rights standards on OSCE
commitments; tool which can be used for analytical and
advocacy purposes; gives overview on how the same
Issues are addressed in different countries;

- languages: English and Russian ( documents exceptionally
published in other OSCE official languages - French,
German, Spanish and Italian)
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Legislationline.org provides direct access to different
types of documents:

1) national legislation (constitutions, criminal codes,
national legal acts - both primary and secondary),

2) international human rights documents (treaty
standards, non-treaty standards and international case-
law),

3) documents prepared by ODIHR as part of its legislative
assistance to OSCE participating States - legal reviews,
legislative guidelines and assessments of legislative
processes




ODIHR and Legislative assistance:

1) Legal reviews:
- of draft or existing legislation,
- on the request of OSCE participating State,
- to assess compliance of the law with OSCE commitments and
iInternational human rights standards and provides concrete
recommendations for improvement.

2) Legislative guidelines:
- toolkit for lawmakers when drafting legislation on respective rights
and freedoms,
- advocacy tool for civil society,
- reflect international human rights standards and good practices .

3) Assessments of legislative processes -

- examine whether the law making process in particular country
conforms to key standards and OSCE commitments on democratic
law making

- Include concrete recommendations on how to improve the system.



- Legislationline.org acts as a reference
and analytical tool mainly for:

- law drafters,

- legal experts,

- government officials,
- parllamentarians,

- civil society activists,
- academics, students,
- researchers.



Documents are collected on selected human rights
topics, such as:

- Administrative Justice - Political Parties

- Anti-discrimination . Access to Information

- Citizenship and Data Protection

- Elections - Fair Trial (Right to a)

- Counter-Terrorism - Judicial and

- Gender Equality Prosecution Systems

- Migration - Hate Crimes

- Trafficking in Human - Freedom of Religion or
Beings Belief

- Freedom of Peaceful - National Human Rights
Assembly Institutions

- Freedom of Association - National Minorities




Short history of Legislationline
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2012
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02 August : Armenia amends its election legislation
On 21 July, Amenian President signed the lsw "On incorporsting changes and sddendsa to the Election Code of the Republic of Armania”. On the same day he signed the law "On annuliing the 22 December 2000 law on amendments to the Election Code of the
Rapubbc of Armenia’

01 August : The Russian President signed bill on prevention of extremist activities into law
On 28 July the Russian President signed the bill on prevention of exiremist sctwities into law, which was passed by the Federation Council on 10 July and by the State Duma on 27 June. The law outliines s legsl groundwork that allows organizations to be closed by a
court ruling due to their extremist actvities. A court may close or ban public, religious and other organizations under an application issued by the prosecutor genersl or the Ministry of Justce

01 August : The President of Kazakhstan signed the law on political parties

On 18 July the Hazakh President signed the law on political parties four days after the Constitutional Court nuied that its provisions do not viclate the country's basic law. Under the law a polibcal party will be registered if it has at least 50,000 members (compared to
the current 2.000.), each party must have st least 700 members in each of the 14 regions and in Astana and Almaty, and a political party will lose its status if it does not register for elections twice. All of the 19 political parties operating in Kazakhstan will undergo re-
registration on new terms.

01 August : ECHR: violation of the right to a fair trial in the case of Papon v. France

On 28 July the European Court of Human Rights hald in the case of Fapan v. France, that the fact that the applcant forfeded his right to appeal on points of law to the Court of cassation, following his failure to surrender o custedy, amounied o 8 violation of his right
of acoess to 8 Court. Fress relesse

Tre o

31 July : New citizenship legislation in Denmark
Danish Citizenship legisiaton has been changed on July 1st, 2002. Legis

30 July : UK Police Reform Act received royal assent on 25 July
The new Act seis out. among others. the formation of an Independent Police Complsints Commission to be established by April 2004 to investigate and oversee serous complsints agsinst the police. The Commission is intended to encoursge greater openness and
transparency in complaints procedures, and will lead to increased confidence in the robusiness of the complaints system. Mors

30 July : UNHCHR human trafficking guidelines issued
The UN High Commissioner for Humsan Rights’ Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Humsn Rights snd Human Trafficking has been issued on 20 May as sn official document of the UN Economic and Sodial Council. M

30 July : Denmark ratifies the European Convention on Nationality
On 24 July, Denmark has ratified the European Convention on Mationality. So far eight Member States of the Councd of Europe (Ausina, Hungary, Moldova, the Netherlands, Portugal, Slovaloa, Sweden and now Denmark) have ratified the European Convention on
Mationality, which entered into force in March 2000, its entry into force in Denmark is to take place on 1 November 2002. Mere.,

30 July : Bosnia & Herzegovina ratifies on 12 July key Council of Europe conventions, including the ECHR

Bosenis and Herzegovina ratified on 12 July the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundaments| Fresdoms (antry into force : immediate), the Protocol No.1 (entry into fores : immediate), the Protocol No. 4, sscuring cartain righte and freadoms other
than those aiready included in the Conventon and in the first Protocol thereto (entry into force : immediate), the Protocol No. 8. concerning the Aboliion of the Death Penaity (entry into force ; 01.08.2002), the Protocol No. 7 (entry into forese : 01.10.2002)

&5 well as the European Convenbon for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishmeant, as amended by its Protocols No. 1 and No. 2 (entry into force: 01.11.2002) and the European Charter of Local Salf-Government (entry into force :
01.11.2002)

More.

30 July : ECHR: violation of the right to free elections in the case of Sadak and Others v. Turkey
On 11 June the Court has notified in writing the Chamber judgment in the cese of Sadak snd Others v. Turkey. Fects and decision: members of & political perty. the DER (the Democracy Farty). all elected to the Turkish Grand Nstional Assembly, were srmested after
their party was orderad dissolution by the Constitutional Court on the ground that it had infinged constitutional rules and the Law on Paliticsl Parties. Theresfter. some of the spplicants were convicted by the Ankara National Security Court under the Prevention of
Termorism Act. The Court of Cassstion quashed the convictions of two spplicants, but upheld the other spplicants!’ convictions. In thesr spplication to the ECHR. the applicants raised a number of grounds (freedom of expression, freedom of association. non-
discrimination. etc), but not the right to free elecions under article 3 of Protocol n. 1; it is the Court, which ruled that the application should siso be determined under this provision. In its ruling. the ECHR noted that the penaity imposed on the applicants was not
proportionate to the legitimate aim pursued by the Turkish authorities (considering that since a constitubonsal amendment in 1885, only members of pariament whose words or deeds had caused the dissolution of a party lost their parliamentary mandates: dissolution
of the party followed by automatic deprivation of their members!’ pariiamentary immunity was a particularly harsh penaity). The Court further considered that the measure was incompatible with the very essence of the right to stand for slection and to hoid
parliamentary office and that it had infringed the unfettered discretion of the electorste which had elected the spplicants. It therefore held that there had been & violation of Article 2 of Protocol No. 1.

30 July : ECHR: freedom of association can not be abused to obtain privileges afforded to minorities under the election law

On 18 July, the case Gorzelik and Others v Poland (spplication no. 44158/88) has been refarred to the Grand Chamber of the Europaan Court of Human Rigl
of People of Silesian Nationality”. The Folish authorities refused to register the associstion on the ground that both the intended name and cerain provisions of
their resl intention was to circumvent the provisions of the electoral law. In its Chamber judgment of 20 December 2001 the Court held, unanimously, that

The caze concarns an attempt by the applicants and 180 others fo form an as=sociation called the "Union
& union\'s memarandum of association, which characierised Silesians as a "national minority”, impbad
here had been no violation of Aridle 11 (right to association)

26 July : Bulgarian Law on Combating Human Trafficking to come into force on 1st January 2003

The Law on Combating Traficking in Human Beings brings the UN Protocoli's dafinition of traficking within the Bulgarian domestic legal order. The Act is focused on prevention messures and the protection of victims, with little emphasis on the prosecution of
traffickers. The superision of is effectve implementstion is entrusted to & national intermenistenal commession chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister and topping & network of local commessions. The mandste of these commisssions is broad: it includes the
supervision of the pensl anti-trafficking policy, the lsunching of reising-swsreness campaigns and more importantly, the setting up of shefter houses or centres - but on the request of locsal suthorties only - for victims of trafficking who will be allowed to stay for 30 days
maximum (10 days + 20 more days upon approval by the local commission). In the event of a criminsl procedure, this period may be extended until completion of the proceedings on the Prosecutor s order. More

28 July : Council of Europe adopts guidelines on human rights and the fight against terrorism
On 18 July, Deputies Ministars have adopted guidelines on human rights and the fight sgainst terrorism. This document was developed as a recollection of the ECHR basic rules - and their interpretation by the Court - that heve to be respected in a democrstic socisty
its fight against terorism. They have been finslisad last April by the Group of Specislists on Human Rights and the Fight agsinst Terrorism established in November 2001 under the suthority of the Steering Commitiee on Human Rights.
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28 May : Police cadets
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Service School in Prishtina
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# Homepage Legislationline.org provides direct access to intemational norms and standards relating ©
specific human dimension issues (see list of topics on left-hand column) as well as t
demestic legislation and other documents of relevance to these jssues. These data znd othe
information available from the site are intended for lawmakers across the OSCE region.

Associationline - inter.

OSCE/ODIHR has recently produced the following_reviews and

guidelines:

Comments on the draft law on Public Assembly in the Federation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina (24 April 2018)
Th fOD

=

Freedom of Associat

req

Opinion on Certain Provisions of the Criminal Code of Bulgaria Pertaining

Bias-Motivated Crime, "Hate Speech” and Discrimination (17 April 2018)

The Omininn anmre Biilmarias = trs tackle hing-rmat i aynrecsian |a . + Making Laws Work for Women and
Men: A Practical Guide to Gender-
Sensitive Legislation (2017)

Legislative guidelines

+ Joint Guidelines for Preventing and
Responding to the Misuse of
Administrative Resources During
Electoral Processes (2016)

+ Guidelines on Freedom of
Association (2014)

Legisiative guidelines

Joint Opinion on the Draft Law Amending the Law of the Republic of Armenia .
on "Freadom of Conscience and Religious Organisations” (20 March 2018) Lawmaking surveys

The C » he Venice Comm Fm 1= Assessment of the Legislative Process
in the Kyrgyz Republic

Assessment of the Legislative Process
in Georgia

Assessment of the Legislative Process
in Georgia (in Georgian)

Joint Opinion on Two Draft Laws (no. 6674 and no. 6675) of Ukraine on
Public Transparency of Information on Finance Activity of Public
Associations and on the Use of International Technical Assistance (16 March
2018)
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Welcome to legislationline.org @ Constitutions

See the Constitutions of all
participating States

Legislationline.org provides direct access to international norms and standards relating to
specific human dimension issues (see list of topics on right-hand column) as well as to domestic
legislation and other documents of relevance to these issues. These data and other information
available from the site are intended for lawmakers across the OSCE region.

§ Criminal codes

_ riminal Codes of all
Keyword or Document Title n See _1h_e C"m nal @
' participating States

+ Show search options

® Filter by Country

= Browse by entrypoint

Select country

Legislation International standards
Search national Search international p —_— N
legislation of OSCE standards on a variety of Y - -
participating States. § l human dimension issues St1r17 # Filter by TOplC
Ty
— O Access to Information and Data Protection
O Administrative Justice
O Anti-Discrimination
O citizenship
ODIHR Legal Reviews, Assessments and Legislative Processes AR s
Guidelines O state of emergency
Search documents on O Elections
Search ODIHR Legal — democratic lawmaking. O Rreferendum
Reviews, Assessments § ' O Fair Trial (Right to a)
and Guidelines. M » O Freedom of Assembly

O Eresdom of Assoriation

Disclaimer & Copyright Notice | SiteMap Copyright ® 2004-2018 OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights



Reconstruction of the website - what was taken
Into account ?

User experience (UX) Accessibility O
@ - good practices, - Web Content Accessibility
« Survey, Guidelines consulted

N7

Our vision Decision A'\
SEO (Search Engine
Optimization)

Technical - SEO audit conducted,
limitations - recommendation
@ implemented.

i




Process of modernisation of the website;

more user-friendly more accessible for all users:
- Option to change font size,
- High-contrast version,

clear layout _
- Structure improved for screen readers

Improved search engine
i.e. allowing for mobile-friendly
searching through text
of the documents

In the database

summaries of legal review
available for users
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Select country
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3 Legislation

wee the Comttutions o
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International standards O Anti-Discrimination
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Home = Armenia
Armenia

—* Search by Section

€ Filter by topic

O Freedom of Assembly

O Freedom of Association

O Political Parti

O Freedom of Religion or Belief

The system of government in Armenia is that of a Parliamentary Republic. The current
Constitution w dopted on July 5, 1995, by way of popular referendum and proclaims
Armenia as being a sovereign, de e, founded on the principles of social

istitution establishes the offic
) and local self-g

is divided between the executive, legislature and judiciary.

Armenia is:

= OSCE Participating State since 30 January 1992
s Member State of the United Natio March 1992
» Member state of the Council of Europe sinc January

Status of Ratification of the Main International Human Rights Treaties, Conventions and other
instruments

» CoE Convention on Laundering, Se Seizure and Confiscation of the Proceeds from
Crime and Financing of Terrorism (2008)
CoE Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings (2008)
Convention on the Political Rights of Women (1954)

Legal Reviews

Joint Opinion on the Draft Constitutional Law on Political Parties of Armenia (in English)
Date : 12 Dec

Opinion on the Draft Rules of Procedure of the National Assembly of Armenia (in English)
Dats
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What comes next, challenges? @

- update of the database:
- monitoring of legislative changes in OSCE
region (use of monitoring tools),
- translations (machine translations?)

- user needs and expectations,

- co-operation, exchange of information and
good practices,

- technical aspects (e.g. using open source
technologies)
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